Film Vocabulary

Action "Action" is called during filming to indicate the start of the current take.
Actor, Actress A person who plays the role of a character. Historically, the term "Actor" referred exclusively to males, but in modern times, the term is used for both genders.
Animation (also Animated, Animator) The process of creating the illusion of motion by creating individual frames, as opposed to filming naturally-occurring action at a regular frame rate
Close-up A shot in which the subject is larger than the frame, revealing much detail.
Costume The clothes worn by actors when being filmed.
Director The principal creative artist on a movie set. A director is usually (but not always) the driving artistic source behind the filming process, and communicates to actors the way that he/she would like a particular scene played. A director's duties might also include casting, script editing, shot selection, shot composition, and editing.
Editing (also Visual Editing, Film Editing) Reconstructing the sequence of events in a movie
Lighting Most productions use artificial lighting when filming for various technical and artistic reasons, either on location or on a set.
Moviegoer One who goes to see movies.
Point of View (also POV) A camera angle in which the camera views what would be visible from a particular object's position.
Scene A continuous block of storytelling set either in a single location or following a particular character. The end of a scene is typically marked by a change in location, style, or time.
Script A general term for a written work detailing story, setting, and dialogue. A script may take the form of a screenplay, shooting script, lined script, continuity script, or a spec script.
Set An environment used for filming. When used in contrast to location, it refers to one artificially constructed.
Sound Effects Sounds added during post-production by the sound crew.
Special Effects (also SFX) An artificial effect used to create an illusion in a movie. Refers to effects produced on the set, as opposed to those created in post-production (visual effects).
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